
 

OREGON DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY AND MINERAL INDUSTRIES  
 
 

2016 MINED LAND RECLAMATION AWARDS 
Award Recipient Narratives 

 
 
OUTSTANDING RECLAMATION  
Irvin and Maryjane Sharp    
Molalla site  
Irvin and Maryjane Sharp are being recognized for exceeding requirements and creating diverse riparian 
habitat in final reclamation of their sand and gravel site outside Molalla.       
 
The reclamation plan for the site, which is located in the Molalla River floodplain, called for creation of 
fish and wildlife habitat with a series of open water ponds. Shallower in-pond slopes than required were 
created to allow wetland vegetation to establish, which created more diverse habitat. Islands were 
established for predator-free nesting. Soil was replaced along banks and native riparian plants were 
planted or allowed to volunteer. Irrigation was used to help ensure successful establishment of upland 
vegetation. Upland areas were reclaimed for livestock grazing.  
 
The site had been in operation since 1988.  The operating permit was held by an operator until 2001, 
when the permit was transferred to the landowner, the Sharps.  
 
Concurrent reclamation occurred as excavation took place. Final reclamation was completed in 2016.   
 

 

VOLUNTARY RECLAMATION  
Scappoose Sand & Gravel Co.  

Scappoose site  

Scappoose Sand & Gravel Co. is being recognized for their multi-decade commitment to restoring 

mined land back to industrial use through innovative techniques in recycling and backfilling.  

 

Mining at the site, now in the third generation of family operation, began in the early 1940s. Since the 

1960s backfilling of the excavation has occurred, with clean fill brought in from other projects. In 2006, 

clean fill material from the City of Portland’s stormwater control tunneling projects was used as backfill, 

and millions of cubic yards of material have been accepted from construction sites in Beaverton’s Silicon 

Forest area.  

 

Though exempt from mine reclamation requirements, the Scappoose Sand & Gravel Co. returns mined 

land to industrial use – and industry use is thriving. Baker Rock, a concrete and asphalt company, 

purchased 5 reclaimed acres. Cascade Concrete Products purchased 14 reclaimed acres and set up shop 

producing specialty concrete piping, employing up to 40 people.  

 



 

Most recently, the Oregon Institute of Technology approved development of the Oregon Manufacturing 

Innovation District. The project, modeled after a similar concept in England, will bring together the 

Boeing Company, OIT, Oregon State University, Portland State University and Portland Community 

College to create a center that uses research and development to advance the latest manufacturing 

techniques. Housed on 10 acres of reclaimed land, the center will provide workforce training and 

apprenticeship programs. It’ll be the first of its kind in the United States.  

 

OUTSTANDING OPERATOR  

South Chemult Pumice Inc.  

South Central Pumice mine 

South Chemult Pumice Inc. is being recognized for excellent ongoing operations, including concurrent 

reclamation practices.     

 

Pumice deposits in the Chemult area originated from the Mount Mazama eruptions some 7,000 years 

ago. A permit was first issued for the site in 2007, which in 2015 expanded to 400 acres.   

 

Concurrent reclamation practices are used to reclaim mined for timber production. Prior to mining, all 

soil – as scarce as it is in this area of extensive pumice deposits – is salvaged and stockpiled on site. As a 

five acre area is mined, unused material is replaced in the excavation and regraded to match the 

surrounding topography. Soil material is replaced and seeded in a cover crop for stabilization, and then 

pine trees are planted – approximately 300 per acre.  

 

More than 30 acres of previously disturbed ground has been successfully reclaimed back to timber 

production.   

 

OREGON PLAN AWARD  

Knife River Corporation Northwest   

Sweet Home site 

Knife River Corporation Northwest is being recognized for their commitment to ensuring long-term site 

stability by protecting endangered fish species through engineering solutions, as well as final 

reclamation of mined land to fish and wildlife habitat.  

 

An operating permit for the sand and gravel site – located in the South Santiam River floodplain – was 

first issued in 1974 to Morse Brothers Inc., who worked over the years with DOGAMI to ensure that river 

systems and mine operations were protected in flood events.  

 

In 2014, once mining had been completed, Knife River completed a fish connection plan to allow 

endangered fish to exit the mine pond system as flood water receded to minimize fish entrapment.  

Based on a hydraulic analysis the ponds were connected with engineered channels, and a 200 foot 

engineered fish passage channel was constructed to connect the pond system to the river.  Fifty-two 

acres exempt from reclamation were incorporated into the reclamation plan, primarily as part of an 

open water pond system vegetated with native riparian species.  

 

 



 

GOOD NEIGHBOR AWARD 

Charles and Irene Kornegay 

The Dalles site     

Charles and Irene Kornegay are being recognized for their quick and sustained efforts to address 

previous operator errors at their upland quarry near The Dalles, and working with the adjacent 

landowner to protect property and natural resources.    

 

During the purchase of the property in 2006, a survey determined the boundary line was different than 

previously assumed, and that previous activity had encroached upon the adjacent property. Working 

with the neighbor and county planning department, the Kornegays committed to reclaiming the 

disturbance.  

 

Previous operations had also encroached upon a required 100-foot setback between mine operations 

and 5 Mile Creek. The Kornegays immediately restored the setback. A well-vegetated berm was 

constructed between the quarry floor and the stream setback. The quarry floor was sloped towards the 

working face away from the creek to help contain storm water.  All storm water is effectively contained 

within the quarry floor.   

 

 

  

 


