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Coordination Plan adopted for future

Mount Hood volcano emergency
Portland, Oregon: Local, state, and federal agencies have taken a big step forward in preparing for an eruption or related hazard at Mount Hood by developing and adopting the Mount Hood Coordination Plan. The plan will coordinate the actions that emergency management and public safety agencies must take before, during and after hazardous geologic activity at the volcano, in order to minimize loss of life and property.

U.S. Congressman Earl Blumenauer, whose Oregon 3rd District includes much of the western portion of the Mount Hood National Forest, acknowledged the completion of the plan. "In the case of a devastating eruption at Mt. Hood, we must act now to ensure the Pacific Northwest does not become the next Big Easy. Now is the time for federal, state and local agencies to update disaster plans and ensure that our response will be coordinated and effective. We all have a role to play in making our communities safer,” said Blumenauer.

Similarly, U.S. Congressman Greg Walden, whose 2nd District encompasses the eastern portion of the state including portions of the Mount Hood National Forest, spoke of the plan’s completion. "Time and resources become so much more valuable following a catastrophic event, making it all the more important to have a coordinated plan for protecting lives and communities following an event such an eruption at Mt. Hood.  Being proactive and creating management plans in advance of potential events simply makes sense to ensure that the necessary pieces are in place should the need arise," said Walden.

A Facilitating Committee composed of scientists and public officials will maintain the plan, conduct exercises, and support outreach efforts to increase public awareness of hazards posed to rapidly growing communities and recreational areas close to the volcano, as well as to communities and regional transportation corridors farther away.

The signatory participants in the plan include: Oregon Emergency Management, USDA Forest Service, U.S. Geological Survey, Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries, Clackamas County, Multnomah County, Hood River County, Wasco County, the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs, Clark County, Skamania County, Washington Emergency Management Division, and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (Region X).

 Mount Hood currently shows no signs of unrest, but it will erupt again someday. The lesson learned from the eruption of Mount St. Helens in May of 1980 is that the time to plan is before, not during, a volcano crisis. While the possibility of a catastrophic eruption similar to the 1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens is extremely unlikely, eruptions at Mount Hood could still be quite hazardous, especially close to the volcano and in river valleys that start on the volcano, such as the Sandy and White Rivers. The plan assures that at the first signs of unrest, participating agencies will coordinate activities to ensure public safety.

The Mount Hood Coordination Plan can be found at:

http://www.oregongeology.com/earthquakes/MtHood.htm
A Fact Sheet on the history and hazards from Mount Hood can be found at: http://geopubs.wr.usgs.gov/fact-sheet/fs060-00/
The Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries is an independent agency of the State, and has a broad responsibility in developing a geologic understanding of natural hazards. We then make this information available to communities and individuals to help reduce the risks from earthquakes, tsunamis, landslides, floods and volcanic eruptions. We assist in the formulation of state policy where understanding of geologic materials, geologic resources, processes, and hazards are key to decision-making. The Department is also the lead state regulatory agency for mining, oil, gas and geothermal exploration, production and reclamation.

For more information on upcoming events and current projects, contact James Roddey at 800 NE Oregon St., Portland, OR 97232, (971) 673-1543 or on cell phone at (503) 807-8343. 

DOGAMI field offices can be contacted at: 1510 Campbell St., Baker City, (541) 523-3133; 5375 Monument Drive, Grants Pass, (541) 476-2496; and the Mined Land Regulation and Reclamation Program, 229 Broadalbin St. SW, Albany, (541) 967-2039.

Learn more about Oregon’s geology by going online at: http://www.oregongeology.com
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