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News of the Profession

Rapid Visual Screen-
ing Program in Oregon

In 2005, Oregon Senate Bill 2 direct-
ed Oregon’s Department of Geol-
ogy and Mineral Industries (DO-
GAMI) to develop an assessment of
the vulnerability of state facilities to

seismic hazards. To accomplish this,
four surveying teams are conduct-
ing rapid visual screening (RVS) of
public schools and emergency facili-
ties in Oregon. The teams will col-
lect field data of K-12 public school
buildings and community college
buildings that have a capacity of 250
or more persons, hospital buildings
with acute inpatient care facilities,
fire stations, police stations, sheriffs’
offices, and other law enforcement
agency buildings.

Since August 2005, DOGAMI has
been determining the location of
each facility, developing a spatial
and tabular database to manage
information including RVS results,
and preparing for this summer’s
field effort. The team leaders are Bill
Burns of DOGAMI, Carol Hasenberg
of Portland State University, Tom
Miller of Oregon State University,
and Christine Theodoropoulos of the
University of Oregon.

Each surveyor will be using the la-
test technology, including computer
tablets with mounted digital cameras
and GPS units. They are provided
site location maps and air photo-
graphs of each facility to assist with
their RVS work. Their RVS data will
be uploaded to a master database
located at the DOGAMI headquar-
ters, where data will be viewed and
analyzed.

The final database of the statewide
needs assessment will consist of
the RVS, photographs, information
on the quality of building additions,
and the ranking of the RVS results
into risk categories. The results will
be posted on a publicly accessible
web site.

Senate Bill 2 provided the first step
in a pre-disaster mitigation strategy
that is further defined in Senate Bills
3, 4, and 5. Senate Bill 3 directs the
Oregon Emergency Management
office to create a grant program for
local communities. Senate Bills 4
and 5 direct the state treasurer to is-
sue voter-approved bonds. Altogeth-
er, $1.2 billion will be appropriated
to improve seismic safety statewide.

For more information, click on www.
oregongeology.com/sub/projects/
rvs.htm.
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