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The Partners for Disaster Resistance & Resilience: Oregon Showcase State Initiative
 
In investigating ways to reduce risk to natural hazards, Oregon communities have indicated a need for long-term planning strategies, yet they continue to experience difficulties in developing and implementing hazard risk reduction policies. Communities often lack technical and funding assistance, as well as have insufficient coordination among public, private, and nonprofit sectors at the local, regional, and statewide levels. The Partners for Disaster Resistance & Resilience: Oregon Showcase State Initiative (The Partnership) serves as the coordination hub designed to bridge these gaps and leverage diverse human and financial resources available for mitigation and risk reduction throughout Oregon. The self-funded Partnership Initiative utilizes an integrated, cost-effective, and systematic approach to prepare for and minimize natural disaster impacts by bringing together human and financial resources for all levels of government as well as the private sector.
 
The Partnership utilizes an innovative and holistic system approach to foster communication, coordination, and collaboration among private and public agencies to assess needs, develop and deliver resources, and provide technical assistance to communities for planning, mitigation, and risk reduction projects. Oregon Natural Hazards Workgroup (ONHW), a program within the University of Oregon’s Community
Service Center has been responsible for developing and coordinating the statewide Partnership since 2000. Additionally, the Partnership, through ONHW, utilizes a service-learning model to accomplish many of the projects. This – in turn – supports the education and “experience building” of the next generation of risk and emergency managers, planners, and community decision makers.
