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Biographical Sketch

Yumei Wang’s expertise is in science, engineering, and technology policy; natural-hazard analyses and risk reduction, and sustainable engineering practices. Since 1994, Yumei has worked as a geotechnical engineer at the Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries (DOGAMI) where she is the Supervisor of the Geohazards Section, which focuses on lowering risks from earthquakes, tsunamis and landslides. Yumei served a one-year term as a Congressional Fellow in the U.S. Senate in Washington DC. The fellowship was hosted by the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) and was funded by the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE). Yumei has influenced public policies in her expertise areas as well as in the environment, energy, and transportation in both the state and federal government. She co-lead an engineering investigation on the 2004 Sumatra earthquake and tsunami and participated in two BBC Horizon earthquake documentaries, one which aired on the Discovery Channel in 2005. Most recently, she led a diverse task force that culminated into earthquake preparedness Oregon Senate Bills 2, 3, 4 and 5, then into law in August 2005. She has over three-dozen technical publications, serves on local and national advisory commissions and committees, and has spoken at numerous conferences. She is adjunct faculty at the Portland State University Civil and Environmental Engineering Department. Before coming to Portland in 1994, she had a geotechnical consulting practice in Oakland, California. She earned her master’s degree in Civil Engineering at the University of California in Berkeley in 1988 and her bachelor’s degree in Geological Sciences at the University of California at Santa Barbara in 1985.


