GOVERNING BOARD MEETING

OREGON DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY & MINERAL INDUSTRIES

MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2004, TELECONFERENCE CALL

PORTLAND STATE OFFICE BUILDING, room 965

PORTLAND, OREGON
( 1)  Call to Order
Via teleconference, Chair Vera Simonton called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

( 2)  Introductions

Simonton recognized Board members Don Haagensen, Don Christensen, Bill Elliott and Barbara Seymour, Portland staff Vicki McConnell, Lu Clark, Charles Kirby and Kate Halstead, and Gary Lynch from the Albany office. 

Present in the audience was James Miller, LPP Resources Limited Partnership, Portland.

( 3)  Appointment of State Geologist  
Vicki McConnell stated she had met with the Governor and Jim Brown on December 30th. It was a very positive meeting with good questions posed to her regarding why she wanted to be Director and her vision for DOGAMI. The Governor asked where she thought the agency would be in 20 years. Her reply was that there would still be a regulatory program, but for Program I there would not be a lot of primary mapping: the agency would be in the information business. McConnell said the Governor was very interested in agency interaction with the university system, with natural resource agencies as venues for getting the 'ivory' out of the ivory tower and into practical use. Although the Governor wants to help the agency, he said DOGAMI has to keep its credibility base among other agencies, and that this will be a very rough biennium.

MOTION:  Christensen moved and Seymour seconded that Dr. Vicki McConnell be the Director of the Department of Geology & Mineral Industries.

A roll call vote resulted in unanimous passage of the motion.

Discussion followed regarding the letter (and attached supporting material) to Gary Weeks at DAS to inform him of Vicki's appointment. Changes to the letter and the hiring timeline sheet were suggested by Board members. The letter et al will be sent to Chair Simonton for signature, incorporating the rewording.


MOTION:  Seymour moved and Elliott seconded that the letter to Gary Weeks and supporting material be adopted with the changes recommended and sent on.

Motion passed unanimously.

( 4)  Report of the State Geologist. 

a. General Business:  McConnell said there will be a lot going on in 2004 and presented a general overview, touching on competed projects: Clackamas County Hazards Assessment, Tsunami Evacuation CD for coastal lodging facilities, reclamation on the Willamette River, and a variety of mapping and research projects and reclamation work. 

Going forward, McConnell said there are a lot of contracts out (26 currently) to various entities. These projects are key to the agency's fund shift strategy. Federal funds and Other funds are necessary to make up the General fund shortfalls. Due to HB 2148, for the first time, the agency will be required to turn in a report (quarterly) on savings incurred by restrictions and limitations on agency spending, such as out-of-state travel. Savings in this area have to be reported as a budget line item. But also in this report, the agency can record any very real costs incurred due to all the mandated changes, such as no longer being able to let out Personal Service contracts because of unfilled staff positions. Kirby added that the agency wants to offset all unexpected savings with unexpected costs, of which there are plenty. He sees the savings being a very small number. 


Next, McConnell discussed two workshops coming up in 2004: one the end of April focusing on coastal erosion issues, and one in the fall highlighting agency mapping projects in the Umatilla Basin. Also, DOGAMI will co-sponsor a Digital Mapping Workshop with PSU in May.


The annual Performance Measure report will be submitted this week. McConnell said the staff will be having a real hard look at some of these measures, with possible changes for the Board to review. 


A discussion followed regarding DOGAMI possibly having to take over the regulatory program for Columbia County. Lynch thinks inevitably (within 5 years) MLRR will end up with Columbia County, but added that all costs, such as legal fees, would be paid by the county. It's possible things could move very swiftly and require rapid fire Board approval. Lynch will provide the Board with background information on this situation shortly. 


b.  Legislative Concepts schedule.  McConnell said any concepts must be submitted to DAS before April 15th. Prior to that the concepts will have had to pass through the Governor's Natural Resource office. Staff will be discussing these at the next Management Meeting, and then the Board will need to become involved, keeping in mind the April 15th deadline for submittal. 


c.  2005-2007 Budget Schedule.  Budget discussions will begin soon after directions from the Governor are received. Other Funds will be targeted heavily, according to McConnell. There are a number of contracts out currently, but many are hit and miss. She would like to develop an Interagency Agreement with a group of other natural resource agencies to possibly provide staffing for some issues. 


McConnell ended with a comment about Measure 30, repeal of the income tax surcharge, which comes up for a statewide vote next month. If it passes, there will be an automatic budget cut response that is already written into legislation for state agencies. All agencies have been asked to develop 5% and 10% budget cut plans for 2003-2005 money.

( 5)  Regulatory Issues . Lynch gave history on the issue of two USGS geothermal wells east of Springfield. He recommended that the Board grant suspended status for Geothermal Prospect Well 101 that includes two sites named Cougar Creek and Lynx Creek. He said the sites are expected to be abandoned in July 2004. 

MOTION:  Christensen moved and Haagensen seconded that suspended status be granted for the two sites of Geothermal Prospect Well 101 until July 31, 2004. 

Motion passed unanimously.

( 6)  Setting of time and place of next Governing Board meeting.


The next meeting will be Tuesday, March 9th, 2004 in Portland, beginning at 8:30 am.


Chair Simonton asked Don Haagensen and Vicki McConnell to set a date for negotiations for the Director compensation package. 

 ( 7)  Additional Public Comment.  James Miller of LLP Resources Limited Partnership commented about his organization's property ownership at Newberry Crater dating back to 1967.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:30 am.

APPROVED:

______________________________

Vera Simonton, Chair 

______________________________


________________________________

Don Haagensen





Donald Christensen
______________________________


________________________________

Barbara Seymour




William Elliott

