GOVERNING BOARD MEETING

OREGON DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY & MINERAL INDUSTRIES

FRIDAY, AUGUST 29, 2003 

TELECONFERENCE CALL

PORTLAND STATE OFFICE BUILDING, room 965

PORTLAND, OREGON
( 1)  Call to Order
Via teleconference, Chair Vera Simonton called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. 

( 2)  Introductions

Simonton recognized Board members Don Haagensen, Don Christensen, Bill Elliott and Barbara Seymour, Portland staff Vicki McConnell and Kate Halstead, and Gary Lynch from the Albany office. There was no audience present in either Portland or Albany.

( 3)  Approval of minutes of Governing Board meeting in Portland on June 26, 2003.

There were no corrections or additions. 
MOTION:  Christensen moved and Elliott seconded that the minutes be approved as written.
Motion passed unanimously.

( 4)  Regulatory Issues

a.  Adoption of Rules for MLRR Fee Bill (HB 2256). Lynch summarized the rule making process, saying this bill was approved by the Legislature and Governor, and raises application fees and renewal fees for the MLRR Program Division 30 aggregate sites. During the comment period, there were nine comments against the fee increase out of ± 400-500 permittees. The fee increase for the nine 'commenters' will only be $35 per year. He said there also were a number of positive comments regarding the fee increase.

Discussion followed on how the fee increase numbers were arrived at. Lynch said they were generated in 2002 based on what it would take to restore the MLRR position that is currently held vacant. The position is for field presence in the inspection program. The part of the bill which was not approved, 5% increases for the '05-'07 and '07-'09 biennia, would have given MLRR a lot more assurance that things would be stable. OCAPA lobbied against the 5%, saying they believed the program deserved it, but they didn't want to commit that far in advance. However, industry said although they felt uncomfortable with the 5% increase now, they would revisit it with Ways & Means in the future. Lynch said industry understands it has the responsibility of paying for the entire program. 


MOTION:  Christensen moved and Seymour seconded to accept the fee increase passed in HB 2256.

Motion passed unanimously.


MOTION:  Haagensen moved and Elliott seconded that the Board adopt OAR 632-030-0022 with the proposed revisions.

Motion passed unanimously.

( 5)  Announcement of the next Board Meeting.  McConnell said the next Board meeting will be an Executive Session, in person meeting, on Tuesday, September 23, 2003, in Portland. The following scheduled Board meeting will be Tuesday, October 7th, in Portland, to discuss recruitment and look at recommendations for the finalists. This will be in Executive Session. McConnell requested a public meeting portion as well at that meeting to discuss department business. 


At the request of Lu Clark, Interview Committee chair, McConnell discussed dates for the final in person interviews, saying a block of days the last week in October have been set aside. The idea would be to choose 3 consecutive days as firm for interviews. The 29th, 30th and 31st were selected. McConnell said there are about 30 applications in Salem currently, with today being the closing application date.  DAS will probably filter some of these 30 out due to basic criteria not being met. 


Haagensen asked about a requirement or need to announce finalists or semi-finalists publicly at either the Sept. 23rd or Oct. 7th meeting. McConnell said she would check with Larry Knudsen and DAS as to the procedure for this. She said that in executive session, decisions are not supposed to be made therein. Rather, recommendations are to be considered. But since this is a hiring process, standards are a little less clear. 


McConnell added that the Interview Committee will be meeting Sept. 11th and 15th to look through and prioritize the applications that pass the DAS screening process/matrix. On Sept. 23rd, the Interview Committee will be making recommendations for the semi-finalists to the Board, in Executive Session. The semi-finalist interviews will take place by phone in early October. Then the Interview Committee will come back to the Board on October 7th with a recommendation as to whom the finalists should be, in an Executive Session, followed by a public session for agency business. Lastly, October 29th through 31st will be blocked out for in person interviews of the finalists. 


The possibility of a field trip to the Rogue Valley was tabled until next year due to time and fund constraints.


The Board expressed their appreciation for Lu Clark's excellent stewardship of the Interview Committee. Also, the Board commended Vicki McConnell on handling so many tasks in such admirable fashion.

( 6)  Additional Public Comment.  There was none.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:40 am.
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