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nvironmental group critical
=

gregate mine proposal

By Mark Carlson
of the Spotlight staff

A Portland environmental
group has blasted a mining firm’s
bid to establish an aggregate-
extraction facility northwest of
Scappoose.

Northwest Environmental
Defense Center contends that a
proposed surface mining designa-
tion for a 700-acre tract eyed by
Western-Pacific Construction
Materials Co. violates three state
land use planning goals.

The proposed aggregate muneC

has long been opposed by people/

who live near the site.

NEDC’s criticisms of the zoning
designation coincided with the
Columbia County Planning Com-
mission’s first meeting on propos-
ed changes in the county’s com-
prehensive land-use plan Mon-
day.

The plan, which faces a
deadline for acceptance by the
Oregon Land Development and
Conservation Commission, has
been amended by county plan-
ners in an attempt at complying
with state requirements.

The ammended plan keeps
minimum lot sizes of 19 and 39
acres for dividing property in
forest lands, but adds several
conditions. The lot sizes have
been a sticking point in the coun-
ty’s struggle to gain LCDC ap-
proval of the plan.

Officials also have made
numerous smaller changes in the
document.

The aggregate-mining issue
promises to generate much
debate during the latest round of
public hearings on the com-
prehensive plan.

According to NEDC, the
700-acre site cannot be made to
comply with LCDEC requirements,
and therefore should remain an
agricultural zone.

Western-Pacific wants an ex-
ception to the agricultural zone
requirements.

The group also contends that
the Western-Pacific request runs
afoul of a land-use goal related to
archaeological resources. NEDC
claims that at least part of th
site “is an archaeological area of

established scientific
importance.”

The organization called on the
county to conduct an analysis of
potential economic, social, en-
vironmental and energy-related
consequences of the proposed

mine, which would become one

of several gravel-extraction
facilities in the area north of
Scappoose.

“Surface mining designation
for Western-Pacific’s proposed
gravel site promises no benefit
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for the community, and con-
siderable harm to irreplaceable
cultural resources.”

NEDC claims that no economic
justification exists for the mine,
saying _state Department of
Geology and Mineral Industries
officials have reported that
enough gravel exists locally to
serve the area’s needs until early
in the 20th century.

The next Planning Commission
hearing on the comp plan is
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Feb. 14.
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By Mark Carlson
of the Spotlight staff

Western Pacific Construction
Materials Inc. has re-surfaced on
the public scene locally with a re-
quest to establish an aggregate
mining operation northeast of
Scappoose.

The firm wants an exemption to
state land-use regulations to allow
the installation of an aggregate
mine on about 700 acres of land
near Multnomah Channel. To do
so, Western Pacific needs an ex-
ception to the Willamette Green-
way rule, which limits industrial
growth along the Willamette River
and Multnomah Channel.

Western Pacific’s facility would
extract and process gravel, along
with related activities. .

The county Board of Commis-
sioners and Planning Commission
will take testimony on Western
Pacific’s request at a series of
public hearings between Jan. 28
and Feb. 15, as the county at-
tempts to revise its comprehensive
plan and re-submit it to state
authorities before a March 7
deadline.

The hearings, at which citizens
may offer testimony on Western
Pacific’s request or on any of the
other proposed comprehensive

| s

plan changes, are scheduled for 10
a.m. Jan. 28, Jan. 29 and Feb. 11,
and at 2 p.m. Feb. 15. Expecting a
flood of citizens wishing to express
their views on the plan, commis-
sioners emphasize that time limits
will be placed on testimony to give
all a chance to speak.

Written testimony also will be
accepted. It rust be submitted in
advance of the hearings.

In early 1983, the county board
issued a conditional use permit to
Western Pacific allowing establish-
ment of the mine. The action trig-
gered howls of outrage from the
site’s neighbors, who launched a
campaign to reverse the commis-
sion’s decision.

In March of that year, Scap-
poose Sand & Gravel and a
neighbor of the Western Pacific
site, Elaine Gunderson, appealed
the permit and took the issue to the
state Land Use Board of Appeals,
which remanded the matter back
to the county.

The appeal contended that the
commissioners’ action violated
some 11 statewide land-use goals
and failed to justify the exception
to the Greenway rule, which is
designed to protect wetlands and
wildlife. In addition, LUBA ruled
that the county did not take into
account the area’s historical

gate mine exemption
opic of meeting series

significance. In September 1984,
archaelogists unearthed Native
American artifacts from an Army
Corps of Engineers bank-
improvement project near the
Western Pacific site.

After the LUBA remand, com-
missioners voted to delay action on
the Western Pacific request until
both sides submitted new findings
based on records accumulated dur-
ing the original permit-application
process and on LUBA’s ruling.

Subsequently, the matter faded
from the public view.

Also likely to generate heated
debate at the hearings is a provi-
sion of the county plan that would
increase the mininum size a lot in
forest lands must be before it can
be divided.

Currently, the plan lists a
minimum lot size of 39 acres, but
the Land Conservation and
Development Commission is
‘‘adamantly’’ opposed to such a
provision, said Bob King, chair-
man of the county Board of Com-
missioners.

Last year, the county came up
with a plan that identified a
minimum lot size of 80 acres, but
revised it to 39 after rural county
residents jammed public hearings
to denounce-the provision. /
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The following is a copy of a let-
ter mailed to the Columbia County
Planning Commission requesung
they deny a conditional use permit
to Western Pacific Construction
Materials Company to remove ag-

- gregate from 700 acres of land near
the city of Scappoose——

i To the editor:f

““I respectfully request the con-
ditional use permit be denied to
Western Pacific Construction

¢ Materials Company until such time
- as the needs of the residents of
- Columbia County have been more
closely consxdcred and perfor-
- mance bonds are posted with the
- county, asuring there will be no
water loss to those around the site,
and if there is, it will be the respon-
sibility of the company to secure
adequate water for each family
who has lost their well due to the
~company digging below the water
~level; that the company will be
_responsible for ‘- their share of
_upkeep and repair on the roads us-
.&d by the gravel trucks so that the
taxpayers will not be saddled with
the added cost; and further, that
the land will be returned to a
msable condition within a
‘reasonable time set by the Com-
"mission.”

-1 urge every resident of Colum-_»

“bia County to write to the Colu#‘

&a County Plannmg Com
ity 0 ,mm mws! af ;ng e

progw s

consiacraoie thoughnt to the follow-
ing:

No money is coming to the
county from this conditional use
permit.  After the aggregate is
removed, [we’ll be left with]_ 700
acres of nothing. A hole in the

- ground is all Columbia County will

have to show for this venture.
Has their company posted a per-

. formance bond assuring the

ground will be returned to a usable
and taxable condition within a

i reasonable length of time? Does
< this bond include compensation to
. families within the area for loss of

drinking water? If, in fact, they

: dlg below the water line and water

is lost, will they pay for the drilling
of a new well?

Will trucks use Columbia Coun-
ty roads, or City of Scappoose
roads? Will this company pay
their fair share of upkeep and

_repair of these roads, or will the

county and city residents pay these
additional costs?

Will the company hire Columbia
-County unemployed? Or will all
employees be hired out of a union
hall in Portland?

In what way will Columbia
County benefit from this business?

Or will it be a costly venture for
the local taxpayers? .

Isn’t this a question of mineral
rights? If not, couldn’t it be? Gas
is a natural resource. Oil is a
natural resource. Gravel is a
natural resource. Royalties should
be paid to the county when any of
these are removed from the
ground.

The county should deny the per-
mit or pass an ordinance or resolu-
tion assessing a fee per cubic yard
of gravel removed from the
ground. This feecould be used in
place of the performance bond and
will.assure the residents of Colum-
bia County that they will not be
charged for any additional damage
caused by this proposed business.

Bonnie Kelley
Scappoose
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Pension fund buys Scherzer-Moore wareho

Scherzer-Moore Partners has sold part

of an east Portland industrial park to a
", City-based Parker-Northwest Paving Co.,

consortium of union pension funds.
Operating as Quest Group Trust 1 and

11, the construction trade unions’ pension

funds paid $3.7 million for the 8-acre par

cel, which includes two warehouses Scher- *
zer-Moore will develop for the venture.

'I:he company, & subsidiary of Oregon

is proposing a reclamation project consist-

" ing of three ponds, said Gary Naylor,
Clackamas County senior planner. :
A large pond would be used for a com-
mercial aquaculture venture and two
ller ponds would be used for a com-

REAL ESTATE ROUNDUP

Steve Mayes

=

One of the conditions of sale is that union

labor be used to build the warehouses.
Construction should begin this week.

“"The 88,000-square-foot and 52,000-%: R
square-foot buildings are expected to bés Bneﬂy noted :

completed by August, said Greg Specht,
Scherzer-Moore vice president for acquisi=
tion and development. No tenants have
pre-leased space in the buildings. BR.

Scherzer-Moore will manage the com-

pleted project.”

The Quest parcel is part of 28 acres.
Scherzer-Moore purchased from Transco 3

Properties for $2.4 million in February.
Until now, the development firm has not
announced specific plans-for the site;

which is'south of Northeast Airport Way.
between Northeast 122nd and 138th ave-

nues. Specht would not comment on the
company’s plans for the remaining 20
acres. % wr et

S

Portland pension fund advisor, arranged
the purchase for the Quest Group trusts.

This is the second Scherzer-Moore acquis-<

ition put together for the union pension

funds by Quest Investment. « %
Last summer Quest Group Trust I pur- %

chased Parkway Plazall, a 50,000-square-
foot office building in Vancouver,:for
$4.3 million: T

In March, Scherzer-Mooré bought 46"
acres next to the Vancouver pl’openy.‘~
where the company intends to build two; 3

more 50,000-square-foot office buildings.
Scherzer-Moore, one of Portland’s

most active commercial real estate devel- _

opers, recently relocated to the Skidmore

Fountain building, 28 S.W. First Ave. The

building is owned by a Scherzer-Moore:
limited partnership.

Previously, the company had been ~|°

housed in the New Market Theater build-
ing, 50 S.W. Second Ave.

““We’ve grown so fast we needed more
space,’’ Specht said. ; 1A

Some retail space in the 45,000-square- .

foot building was converted to office use,

he said. The company occupies around “ |

12,500 square feet. 3
Scherzer-Moore completed renovation
of the former Packer-Scott Building in
1986 and renamed it the Skidmore Foun-
tain Building. The $3 million project was
financed with City of Portland economi¢
revenue bonds issued through the Port<
land Development Commission. The com-
mission recently approved Scherzer-
Moore’s request to refinance the $2.92
million balance of the bond issue so the
developer could take advantage of lower
interest rates. & awid
In addition to the Airport Way and
Vancouver projects, Scherzer-Moore cur«
rently is developing a Wilsonville industri=
al park and a string of West Coast auto
malls. The company also owns several

renovated office buildings in downtown

Portland. % Vo ER0E O3
Reclamation project slated

Canby Sand & Gravel Co. will seek
Clackamas County approval next week to
remove 2.5 milliort cubic yards of aggre-
gate from a site next to the Molalla River
and reclaim the property for commercial

Quest Investment Management Inc., &

mercial recreational area featuring fish-

" ing, boating, and picnicking, Naylor said.

The county planning department has not

' made a reccommendation on the proposal. & 420,000-square-foot shopping mall under
The 105-acre site is just southeast of the # construction on Southeast Sunnyside
Canby city limits and is.owned berarker—-\“k Road, has signed Nordstrom’s Rack as an*

Northwest.

The Koll Co. has broken ground ona,.

*'55,000-square-foot mini-storage ware-

“Scott Co., a janitorial supply distributor.

s from Clackamas Town Center, which is
" next door té the new mall. Nordstrom
&% joins Lamonts, ‘Target, and Mervyn's as
{anchors in the Schurgin Development
Corp. project . .+« The Portland Devel-

opment Commission is I
taurant operator to lease
tors Center Building i
Waterfront Park . . .
Clark County attorney,
21,500-square-foot offic
Highway 99 in Hazel De
will occupy half the bu
Oregon Economic Deve
ment has made $1 millio
available to the City of
structure improvemen
‘downtown redevelopm
state funds would be use
seast bank of the Willai
cent to the project site.
develop a 200-room hot¢
ter and a system of pa
along the river. The av
on securing a firm fina
from a private develope

house on Northwest Nimbus Drive. Con-
struction of the $2.5 million project in the
Koll Business Center-Beaverton is expect-
ed in September . ... National Sanitary
Stpply Co. of Los Angeles has announced
plans to acquire Portland-based Packer-

Packer-Scott is headquartered at 425 N.E.
Ninth Ave. and has offices in five other
Oregon cities and annual sales in excess of
$7 million. The deal should be completed
in May . ... Clackamas Promenade, a

anchor tenant. The store will relocate

3 a el vae-
va Ininess ‘bm:_ &5
v ol gt

T oAt + They've found
3 721 bank that will come to”
WOl them: Seafirst Bank.
‘9" With Seafirst, the

* since most routine banking
T AT A0t bt D0 ANE
Ll siidus cog

goivd

) 1
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« gmitmobarai 51 sehs 10 La

7

functions can be *> b7/7: out of your way to t

handled right over “"7*” advantage of them.

the telephone, you'll " if you're not g

5 spend more time on -, this kind of service

) your business—and .. ;.- » your bank, give us :

» absolutely no time ¢ « Once you've tried |

. at the bank.an' s Ao saivls adisfn you may never go 2
wiriat We offer a wide range of ) where else.

and business financial *** Call 1-800-343

# Banker will come to your 5 products and services that are
' office any time you like. And . ideally suited to professionals.
ing - . And you'll never have to g0-..

A SEAFRRST
e @o Expect excel
imed. S granRolno d i 34 %

¢ 6% 5%y & W Main«Suite 1600 +Portland, Oregon . :
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