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mapers and a hali-dozen weeklies. The Morning
Democrat, which has Mergenthaler typesetting
machines and takes the full Associated Press dis-
patches, and The Evening Republican, may occa-
sionally pull hair over political questions, but
they are always found pulling together for the
good of their city, county and region. The streets
are broad and well kept, the churches and schools
are numerous and handsome, and many of the
public and private buildings would be creditable
to a city of 50,000 people. The Oregon Railroad
and Navigation Company has a large and con-
veniently arranged depot, a fine stone-and-iron
warehouse, and extensive: stockyards, and the
Sumpter Valley Railway has ample buildings
and terminal facilities. A number of new rail-
road branches and extensions are being planned,
including one to the great Seven Devils Copper
region of Idaho, and movements are on foot to
establish smelting and reduction works on an
extensive scale.

Baker City is one of the busiest and most
prosperous little places in the West, and its future
is loaded to the muzzle with golden promisg;—
but it is not the only municipal nugget orn the
creek. “There are others,” and a glance at one
or two of them will serve to form another short
chapter.

V1.

Sumpter.

Thirty-two miles west of Baker City is Sump-
ter, the western terminus of the Sumpter Valley
Railway, a narrow-gauge road that is said to
have paid over 40 per cent. dividends on the past
year’s business.

It is.a young wonder. Two years ago it was
unheard-of, except as the camping-place of a
small detachment of United States troops the
day the Charleston-Harbor fort was fired upon.
and the spot where recently a little lumbering
ra}lrpad has run out in the woods. A year and
ago, it was a crossroads village, with per-
-» inhabitants. In May, 1800, it had abou
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t: Do wvsliors ooiozs, thiee
live newspapers, four sawmills. a brewery, an
opera-house, news-agencies, brickyards, milli-
nery and jewelry stores, dance-houses, shooting-
galleries and all the other boom mining-camp
establishments. It has churches. good schools.
telegraph and telephone connection with all the
great surrounding mines and the outside world
in general. a stalwart fire department. a $75.000
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waterworks system with 15 fire hydrants, and a
superb electric-light plant with 20 or 30 arc
lamps, and 2,000 incandescents. All last winter,
2mid snow and what passes for cold in Oregon,
carpenters and bricklayers worked, at big wages,
every hour of daylight; and yet people poured
in faster than roofs could be reared to shelter
them.

Real estate has gone kiting skyward. A lot,
that a Portland drummer named Collett had to
take, two. years ago, for a bad debt of $100, was
recently sold for $2,250; and one, for which Ed.
Geiser paid $200 in November, 1897, brought
$7,000 in November, 1899—3,400 per cent. ad-
vance in 24 months, or 141% per cent. a month,
which is a pretty lively speculative profit in any
age or land. In November, 1899, a Mr. Mayer
leased a business room for a year at §3¢ a month;
and, in December; he re-let it for the remaining
11 months of his lease at $100 a month. For the
week ending December 18, 1899, the real-estate
business, including town-lots, mining-claims,
bonds, mortgages and releases, amounted to
$136,604—more in that line than ‘was done during
the same time in St. Paul, with 165,000 popula-
tion. : S

The town has six stage, transfer and freight-
ing companies, and seven daily stage lines, em-
ploying 200 horses, carrying passengers, mails,
express matter and special freight to and from
the tributary mines and mining-camps; and it
handles from 3,000,000 to 6,000,000 pounds of
freight a month. . Seven carloads of mining and
milling machinery were recently received in a
single day; and April 1, 1900, three big ware-
houses on the Sumpter Valley ‘Railway con-
tained 150 carloads of freight waiting for the
mountain roads to dry up suffiaently. to admit
of heavy teaming. Its little railroad; last year,
hauled out 7,000 carloads of timber. alone, or
about 600 carloads a month; and, with the con-
stantly increasing rush of incomin L travel, ma-
chinery and supplies, its facilities ar being taxed
to the utmost limit. B

In short, Sumpter has risen, inia single year,
from nothing almost to the size of Deadwood in
the palmiest days of the Black: Hills, and its
boom has seemingly come to stay. The town is
literally built on golden rock. It is walled in by
mountains of gold-seamed quartz, and all its
streams roll over golden sands. It is the center
and supply and distribution point of hundreds, if
rot thousands, of square miles of gold-bearing
territory, whose riches pass all ordinary compu-
tation. ZImmediately around it and. tributary to
it, 206 stamps are pounding out over $2,000.000
a year in gold bricks and concentrates, and
every day is adding to the number of the mines
and ‘mills, and the amount of the yield.

Fourteen miles northwest of Sumpter, the
young camp of Granite has risen from nothing-
ness to rustling, incorporated cityhood, like a
mushroom in a night. A few weeks ago, it was
a rural crossroads. Now, it has a mayor and

ty council, six hotels and restaurants—one of
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the hotels having 65 rooms and another 25;—
stores carrying from $15.000 to $25.000 stocks;
two  wide-awake newspapers, ‘Lhe Boulder and
The Gem; four saloons, four livery, grain and
feed establishments, drug-stores, blacksmith and
carpenter shops, and a gravity water system,
affording protection from fire. Among the im-
provaments contemplated or in course of con-
struction .are a $20,000 sawmill, an electric light
and power:plant, two churches, a public school,
and a cold-storage plant. There are 12 produc-
ing mines‘immediately around the town, includ-
ing the famous Red Boy, the May Queen, Cou-
gar, Magnolia, Ajax, Quebec, Polar Star, Belle-
vue, Inter-Mountain, Tempest, Buffalo and
Intrinsic. There are 2,122 mining locations
recorded in the Granite district, arfl many of
them give every promise of becoming producers.
Hundreds of tons of machinery are going in to
the Granite mines, and Baker and Grant coun-
ties are now spending $6,000 in improving the
road between Sumpter and the new town. Sur-
veys for the Granite-Hilgard railway“haye been
made, and.depot grounds at Granite have been
granted and accepted. New and promising mines’
are constantly . being discovered all over the’'
region, and the town bids fair to become an

:simportant center of golden activity.

- Prairie City, about 35 “miles” southwest of
Sumipter, is rapidly growing;. Carson, 20 miles
north, is putting on city airs; and new towns
are springing’ up everywhere so fast that it is
hard to“keep them mapped.

The mines. to which they all owe their exist-
ence and their growth, will form the subject
of anot™ r—and a last—brief ¢’ -t
wort’ volume; but, as *'®y
elabo: resented in other .p ... cati
the Oreg... Railroad and Navigationt. Company
a page or ;twgofv_,mention here must suffice. -

Vil

r ‘mountains of
to the
co o 0n

From the Seven Devils copp
fdahin 2o miles northeast of Baker City

Ca Lot

(N

stacliing ores, nl
ledges of free gold. ‘

Eight miles east of the city is the Virtue mine,.
which, amid many vicissitudes, h:is produced
over $3,000.000, specimens of its ore often going
from $50,000 to $250.000 to the ton. In the same
district are the Consolidated Virginia, Mogul.
Gold Dollar. Texas, Emma Monte, Perry. Ra-
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chel, Alturas and Del Norte; the Flagstaif, which
has produced $100,000 a year, the Cyclone, Red
Jacket, Gordon, Lady Adams, Phillips, Bradbury
and scores of others, all in ore and producing or
promising. The White Swan, three miles east
of the Virtue, has paid for itselt and for all devel-
opment and improvements, and $40,000 in divi-
dends, without the investment of a dollar. One
small shipment of ore frcm the Mabel yielded
$24,000, and the Brazos, Friday*and Columbian
have all opened up rich rock. At Gold Hill, near
Durkee Station, 26 miles southeast of Baker City,
eight great parallel veins of $14 ore have been
opened up; and about 35 miles southeast of Baker
City is the Connor Creek mine, which has paid
3$I)5001000~ .
Away up among the Powder River mountains,

in the northeastern part of Union county, is the -

Cornucopia district, with a mineral belt six miles
long by four miles wide, on which ledges of ore,
running from $5 to $50 to the ton, are exposed
in more than 5o mines and prospects. Here is
the Union-Companion mine, whose marvelous
story is told in another chapter. Sold for a few
hundred dollars, but a short time ago, it yielded
$287,000 last year, and is expected to turn out
$350,000 this year. The Red . ~"ret, the Sim-

mons group and a number of othe.  “ve shipped
ore that‘yielded rich returns, and th. nines
in Eagld. Creek district, ,southwest . ‘nu-

nrofitable Yreiuc o - :
th ~ anger d. ‘outhwest 0. «gle,
) zer mine ias , ducea over $500,000

sth surfac  rock, and the Basin runs
1 ull on ore tl it goes from $10 to $60 to
the ton.. The placers about Sparta have yielded
many hundreds of thousands of dollars—some

authorities say millions—and rich placer and::

quartz discoveries have recently been. made.
Starting westward from Baker City. the min-
eral beds begin almost in the municipal limits,
rich quartz having been found within two miles
of the courthouse. A short distance southwest
is Auburn Gulch, that has yielded millions of
placer gold, and the Robinson and Carpenter
placers are steadily yielding golden dust. and
nuggets. The Tom Paine, near Pocahontas, eight
miles west of Baker City. has turned out some
of the richest quartz evef:found in the region.
Sixteen miles northwest of Baker City is the
Baisley-Elkhorn, which has produced over
$1,000,000. The Robbins-Elkhorn and Maxwell
are bath old-time producers, the ‘Beckwith has

It N o

Creek di where arc many of the tes
mines in Oregon. The Eureka and FExcelsior.
which has produced $250.000 a vear. The North
Pole. located and abandoned as worthless a
dozen times. now paying the Barings. of T.ondon,
over $100.000 a year. The Golconda. which vields
$150.000 a year, and in which a seam of ore was
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recently struck that runs from $100 to $10,000 v
the ton. The Columbia, which could have been
bought not long ago for $1,000, and which has
since yielded $4%0,000, paying for itself and all
machinery and development, and putting $200,000
net cash in its surplus fund. The Ibex. which
was sold in February, 1899, for $65,000, and
resold in Dzcember for $300,000, and is set down
as able to produce its full purchase price this
year. The Ohio, Climax, Cyclone, Amazon,
Bunker Hill, and a hundred other productive or
prospective bomnanzas, including such goldenly
promising new discoveries as the Free Coinage
and the Mountain Belle, adjoining the Golconda.

Six miles northwest of Cracker Creek lies the
Gable Cove district, abounding in rich mines and

_prospects. The California has shipped ore that

yielded from $60 to $200 to the tou. The Baker
City group has a ledge of free-gold rock that
runs as high as $200°te, the ton; and a carload:
shipment from a new discovery made by Edward
Ransom gave $38 to the ton in gold and siliver.
The Imperial, Eagle, Ivy May, Herculean, Red
Chief, Crown Point, Mormon Boy, Winchester

and Homestake are all in good ore.

 Fourteen miles northwest of Sumpter is Gran-
ite, the center of a’score or more of mines that
would - be - wonders anywhere but here. Four

- yeais ago, ‘the owners of the Red Boy were too

poor-to, pay Ireight charges on a small ship-
ment ~of . material.  They managed by hard
hustling: to borrow the necessary few dollars,.
ar * mine is now turring out $27,000 a month,
or ov. 300,000 akyear;.n gold bricks: and nego-
tiations are said to be pending for its sale to a
London syndicate for $3,000.000. According to

-estimates of the Sumpter Bureau of Information.

the Cougar will this year produce $350,000: the
Little Giant, $300.000; the Magnolia, $150.000.
and the May Queen and Bellevue, $100,000 each.
There dre many promising prospects, and new
finds are being constantly made.

Sixteen miles west of Sumpter, on the same

- yast northeast and southwest mineral dike, om

which lie all.the mines mentioned in the last
three or four pages, is the Bonanza, whose ro-
mance-dwarfing history is:given elsewhere. Im
the same neighborhood are the Don Juan, Impe-
rial, Pyx, Phoenix, Banzette, Snarr. Intrinsic and
dozens of other dividend-payers of the present
and near future, and the flourishing young towm
of Geiser has risen.as the postoffice:and business
center of the camp.

About 20 miles west of the Bonanza is the
Susanville district, whose placers are’ :panning
out tens of thousands every year, where. the:
Radger mine yields $100.000 a vear, and where
the Cabell. Monumental, Alta. Poorman, Stock-
ton and Skyscraper bid fair to take their places
among the producers. And at Canyon City, 50
miles southwest of Sumnter. where $2.500.000 has
heen washed out of the placers, is the Great
Northern mine. from whose $200.000-to-the-ton
ore Tke Guker picked fame and fortune with a
hammer and an old pocket-knife.
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All over this gold-strewn wonderland new dis-
coveries of riches follow each other hke cards
from a practiced dealer’s hands. A lew weeks
since, Prospectors Bee and Culbertson located
two claims near McEwen station, and six days
aiterward sold them for $20,000. From a small
piece of float rock on the newly found Concord,
nearly $200 was pounded out in a hand-mortar in
the presence of Editor J. W. Connella, of The
Sumpter Miner, one of the livest and most widely
quoted papers of the region or the state. On

~the old Sumpter and Granite stage-road, four

miles from Granite, a ledge of ore two miles
lofig, and running $29 in free gold to the tom,
waé recently found. In the very borders of

" Sumpter, in the shadows of its churches and

schools, banks, hotels and Young Men's Chris-
tian Associdtion building, a lot of Chinamen have,
for months past, been washing out gold enough
on the Ellis placers, to pay $320 a week in roy-
alties, and the Downey placers, abont a mile
south of the railroad depot, are paying hand-
somely. Guy Reeder, of Colorado, landed at
Granite with four dollars to his name. < He soon
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located three claims,.and May 6, sold: them for
$5,000 cash. Mrs. A."S. Jacobs, of Portland, got
a three days’ bond on the Knapp claims;on Rock
creek, and before the time expired sold: them for
$75,000 to J. B. Dabney, of British Columbia.
Vast coal deposits have been discovered on the
headwaters of, the John Day, and copper ficlds
that promise to ¥ival those of Michigan have just
been found between Baker City and Snake river.
There are 14,000 square miles of treasure-
vaults yet to be prospected and opened’ up in
Fastern Oregon! Why go anywhere else to find
fortunes?

... For rates and general information,
call upon the Ticket Agent of any con=
_necting line, or address

W. H. HURLBURT,
‘Gen’l Pass. Agent,
PORTLAND, OREGON.

B. CATTPBELL,

Traffic Manager,
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