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' i Sunnyslope Land 
) Owner Sues Dredge 

An action involving the Sump- ! 
ter Valley Dredging company was 
filed in · ·circuit court Tuesday 
seeking $30,000 as alleged dam
ages to farm •land near Baker. 

R. C. Lloyd of Walla Walla and 
Baker is the plaintiff, represented 
by Cochr, ".1e and Eberhard of La 
Grande, and the land in question 
is an extensive holding in the 
Sunnyslope district lying east and 
northeast of Baker and in about 
10 sections of three different 
townships. 

Plaintiff contends that during 
1938 and 1939, debris, slime, silt 
and tailings from defendant's 
dredge, which is about 25 miles 
above the land in question on 
Powder river, came down river, 
into the main ditch and reservoir 
of plaintiff. Damages allegedly 
incurred are: reducing capacity of 
reservoir and ditches, depositing 
a compact layer of silt on his land, 
making irrigation more difficult 
and expensive, rendering land le~s 
fertile, rendering the water unfit 
for irrigation. Plaintiff holds a 
right to water from Powder riv- 1 

er. 

The Sumpter Valley Dredging 
1 ASKS $30,000 

DAMAGE FROM 
. i company operates a large gold ' 
i dredge in Sumpter valley. The 
I dredge has been opei:ating the: 

past six years, and this is the 
first lecral action to lie brought 
agai,!t~ h e comp,rny over the 
;·u1t-e1'1rorn i,ts oi7erntion. ' 'Jl9tffi •· . ' 

Lloyd Seeks' Damagf As 
Result of M u.dsc!J' 

Irrigating ,,v;a ter 

SUMPTER VALLEY 
: COMPANY DEFENDANT 

H ·ice n t I\' tests of tlit• waler 
used' 111 th~ d rt· d g e \\'l'l'l' 

made. These tests are being made 
by the company frequently and 
1·eeords of the tests are kept. A 
1·t·n·nt test made by ,\. H. ·wood
well,''pf Sumpter, for the compa
ny, k\iowed that the water in the 

. . river where il is ta~en out to 
C0111plaint Filed \11 CH'cu1t, I flow to the dredge pond carried 

, Court AllegiDgrthat Run-, i 82_0 parts of foreign matter to a 
off ,v ater !'FMfu Dredg·e: • m1llwn parts of water. After the 

.., · ! waler passes through the dredge 
Causes Damage. · it is t·unn·yed by a flume from 

. • ! ! the dredge pond to a point on 
An action has been filed 111 

1 the old tailing piles left by form-
the eircuil court of Bak~r by t·: er dredging operations from 
C. Lloyd of Baker ag~rnst t 1e: where it filters through the: 
Sumpter Valley Dredgrng com- i gravel approximately a mile.' 
pany asking $30,000 as damages, TMs water, the above tests 
which he alleges has been caus_ed showed to carry 529 parts to a , 
to his land and crops by silt, million at the point where it !'(•

debris and tailings dumped into i turns to the ri\'er. 
Powder river by the dredging' There are four other minin" 
operations of thP company. operatioi'ls that release their tal 
Cochran and Eberhard of La i ing water into Powder river.· 
(irande are attorneys for the These will watch the result of the 
plaintiff. , suit against the Sumpter Valley 

In his complaint, the plaintiff': Dredging company with interest. 
alleges that debris, silt and tail- 11~_-=__;:~--=-------- -
ings put into the river by the < 

company have reduced the ca-
pacity of his irrigation ditches, 
covered the land with a compact 
layer of soil, rendered irriga- • 
lion more difficult, spoiled and , 

1 

diminished the crops, made the , 
water unfit for irrigation a n d 
caused damage lo his land to the 
extent of $30,000. ' 

:\,fr. Lloyd several years ago 
purchased the lands and water 
rights known locally as the Sun- i 

, nyslope project. Water to irri- i 
i gate the land is taken from Pow-: 
der river below the rock gorge i 
at the lower end of Sumpter i 
valley, and is conveyed through 1 

a ditch and flumes on the south 
side of the river to Smith Lake 

i reservoir east of Baker. From i 
i there ditches carry the water to I 
the Sunr1yslope lands. _I 



,,, 

I 

□ RE □ GING WATER 
Cl[~f~[□ BY f IRM 

Water Used in Sumpter 
Dredge Car~ied Over 

Rocks 

Constructed recently at the oper
aticns of the Sumpter Valley Dredg·-., 

1 

ing· company to comply with regula- : 
· tions of the state sanitary com- ' 
, mission, is a flume. which carries ' 
i the washing water from the dredging 
'rond to gravel pits and old tailings 
, and then releases it b.1ck into Pow-
der river. purer than when it was 

1 first received. 
Wa tcr is t,,ken • from above the / 

' drectge from Powder river and is · 
vsed to wash the gravel in the ' 
dredge. When the water is taken 
from the river it shows 820 parts of 
material to one million and when it 
is !'fleased into the river again, the 
rivPr water shov;s a decrease of mat
erial substance of 27 per cent. If 
the test were made of the water 
before it was emt,tied back into the 
river the decrease would be greater. 

The overflow from the drectg·ing 
, pom! is carried tv the flume into 

th.e olcl t,, iling·s and g:·avel, where it 
i pmifies i(';f'lI by l'Ulllling through 
' tile rork~; for a dist::i.ncf' of' a mile. 
IL i,; tilc·n cli.rected back into the 

I

, rive:·. 1 

A.H. Wooclwell of Sumpter. clwm- : 
ist and mPtaJ!urgist, makes tt1e tPsts 
fer the ctn;clging toncern. 
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• Upper picture shows the f 
Ii right is a close-up view of tL 
=--.....;;.,,i r--c, 

I\ 

1 ,, 

dcedge in operntion. LowH ~Boildin,s whl wm opecating he,dqus,{c,·, ,nd loo! houses and shops. Uppc,· '.\ 
aluable buckets_J1.sed iu the dredging opera,t Lower right gives a genernl view of the bucket operation. t 

-- ·- ----- _, -------- - - --- -------------_L- ----- -----------------~--.-·------------- -- ---------------~--

~ '-' U,1.µ,;.::.u.;::::;.n 0.n...:.., .u Or""+-"·~ W,!"..., ~~v C:: 0 ~-~ct;!..~~-~ ;...; 1 
1

' 

-----



Big Dredge 
Will Install 
Filter Pond 

BAKER, Jan 17.~(JP)-In order s 
to anticipate any requirements of /l 

the new san1lar:v commission ap- j ; 

pointerl by Gnvc-rnor Martin, the ; . 
Sumpter Valley Dredging company i 
now operating near Sumpter will i 
install immediately after the spring 1 

freshets $10,000 worth of new equip- [ 
mcmt. The company, largest placer i 
operator in the :·tate, thus hopes it 

1 

will be ::2ble to comply with the new 
anti-polluti/Jn law passed by the 
Villers in NcJvember. 

The equipment will consist of a 
modern 10-inch s::mdpump driven 
by a 150 horsepower motor and 3500 
feet of eight-inch electrically-weld-1 
ed steel pipe to carry the waters 
from the digging pond to a point I 
half a mile back in the tailings. 
where it will be allowed to filter 

, before it i.s discharged into Powder 
, I river. 
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Northwest's Biggest Dredge 

:-;urnptn· '\'alley Dredg·p ... where ~li:~,(j(H, i, :-,;,,·,,Z each :,l'ar dh;"1.;-lng· out the yellow mPtaL 
·c·.n,;ity-th,·e(• m(;n a~e employPtl on thP hug( boat. The d,·etl~e has been operating four years thl~ 
month, aud Ow l'mnpany ha" gr,,unll enmigh for ~Pven more years operation . 
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Sumpter Valley Dredging Company Spent 
$170 000 Last Year of Which $60,000 Was for Labor 
. ' . 

The Baker Mining ,Jubilee comes close to be,ing a birthday 
,·c!ehration to,· tlw Surnpi.tT Valley dredge. The huge boat start
ed digging· Hs way down the t·:•llt>y four years ago July 1 and 
h><iay, se('n four miles below Sumpter, it still justifies its <·!aim 
to !wing- till' large~t plant of its I.ind in tlw ::-;orthwcst. . 

Enw:, (]a_y, with a frw exeevL,:m,, dozens of tourists and-Baker 
cow1ty residents have g-at.her,·d 011 (he ,;;tv;,;_; h,-,, bank to watch 
thP nwnster ebnv ,,ut gra,·d atHl wash out g-ohl. s\ few arc 1ucli,\ 

Pnough to huow mw nf tlw ,•,·pw and to i,!'f :dH,ard by way of 
tlw long g·ang-p:an i,1 hat i,- i-:: ;,,,·:' or lo\'d'rnl b.v a !evPr high in 
the fro,it ol the lmal. )f----------

-'\r a gl;:u1c0, 1he 1na:-:~~1ve, groa1: 
:i~;g n1on:;1r-1· :·(·1'm::-; 11; dt.'cry an 1 i 

~C(TC;t tht· l1Uni:n1 (·it'ffH'11 1 in\'ol\-
0rl in it:--:. 1 nnninl(: c::1.nrl ii ;-:;c,C'tn ;:.._ 
1bough. f('\Y rn('n ~U'U Jt 11lui1:ed tu 
{1l::1 1 J ?tic,:\_ t h1 • ; ndchin(\. l 1,u_1 \\-. IL 
(:1l!l(1 1·s, 1;1 ..__·."'id<'lli or 1 JH Su1np
tcr- ,---,uL·~ ]Ji'i._'~t•-jn~ (:on:p:d1~\, 

1UU \Vas paid f(;,.: Ln~cl, l;uU}..(11 ! :1 i 

, 1Jricc of ahc.u: ~1:50 per acn·. 
'_fhP t·o1npa 11.,- has hoiding:-i 

1,110ug·ll 110w 1o 1•nablc it to !,p

erait'. for S<'YPP more ~~eur"'i. 
Ho·,:t-,,·r, ii i-- intemled to te-;1 
and buy n,.,r" g-round farther 
dt,, ,,yn th(' \-~! i;F:,:, ~'hi('h n1ay 

tJ(ljr·li~ uni 1 l11·et"· :--:hi1·1~ 1 \ L-i h:dii.L;' thP tu1un~ OJ)t-':rating per-

J~,uut·s ~t,,' 1·c,quitcri tu n-!;,t, t!1:· i:)d n1t to lt·n years, e.xpiains 
·.·;:ririll:-- ;-.;t:Jtion:--, ur1 lt1: ~)(;''; ;~11d: :']r. {'uH1-r~,. tit•ppn(ljng· ofeours,~ 

other \\'l-irL.nH·?t <,n ;,}H1,·1 1r·'.J . ...:t (iii ·,;aln.t>-..; foitnd in the g-ravPI~ 

r:on·-..t:lntly kt1e1p th~· n"";:H:hlnr' :- 1 q,-; 1Y~,1r•tL 

nlieci ;-:nd rcpain·r1. T\v<:nly-1hn·1.' I ::\'11·. Ct1llt·1~ ii\·(•:: in P<J1·tL1nd. 
rncn an· cm11loy,:<! :f«· y(•;u·, Lut spend:-: ;,t Ir ;,.,t half of hi,· 

t in1t_· <tt B~Lk(·r ~1nd 1ht' dn_'dgc. 
: ( )sc,11· Coombs is sup,·1·in1cndcn1 ' 

OPEI:L\TION' COSTS - . 
1 

l'.l'uc-, 
SIZEABLE ITt~:\t I at tiJ,, (J!l<'r:dinn .,]1(•, ;,n,, 

'\- 1 I· · . 10 ,.1·1 '<!1CJbU Coombs is dredgcmaster. i
1 ac:es anc ~a.c:1:ll(':-i .( ,. · : 

a mo~th. Thl' payrnll figure has: NEW IHETilOD CLEARS 
~-r,nc• up during tlw last year, in 

1

WATER BF.LOW DREDGE 
,piil' of tlw rnc:1 1hat 11w same· Another fact of which 1hc c:orn
rc1nnlil'r of nwn have LcC'n em-'. pany is justly proud is thC' condi
iJlc,v,•d constantly. According to tion of the w,1ter of PO\vd1•1· l'ivcr 
'.\L•: Cullers, this was dw· in a below the operation. Mr. Cullers 
large part 1o thC' wages and hours' displayed t\vo pint jars of water, 
law. All time over 44 hours a. one being taken from the rive1· 
v:cck is paid at time and a half I abovP the dredge, the other b<'
r;,tr•. low. Afkr shaking them thor-

The total 01ierating cost of oughly hL' held them up to thv 
the boat during 1938 was $172,- light. The wa1cr from below the 
000. Of this fih'"llre $37,000 was dredge wa,; decidedly clearer. 
paid for electricity which pow- ThC' samples wc1•p taken by A. 
ers the dredge, $60,000 was for H. Woodwell, assayer of Sumpter, 
lahor. Replacement parts for who analyzed them and found that 
the project cost the com1Jany the water above the dredge con
hetween $3500 and $4000 a taincd 820 parts of solid per mil
month. For the first four lion parts of water, while the wa
months of 1939 the replace- ter below the dredge contained 
ment expense was ~14,000, only 529 . parts. In reality 1 hr, 
84500 of that figure being for rircdgc clears the water of Pow-
April. der river, the samples would incli-

COUNTY GETS 90 cah'. 
PERCENT OF PAY CHECK According to Mr. Cullers, this 

The company operates its own 
uuck to and from Portland, mak
ing fivc> scheclu!C'd trips a month 
and hauling 20 tons of freight. Mr. 
Cullers gets a great deal of plea
sure from saying that 90 per cent 
of the company's expenditures are 
in Baker county, and the other 10 

clearing operation was accom
plished by running water used in 
thl' dredge back into the tailing 
piles, from where it filters its 
way back to the river. 

The dredge company will have · 
a gold brick on display at the 
First aNtional Bank again this 

per cent arc in Oregon. celebration. Mr. Cullers did not 
He states proudly that only know what size 01· value the brick 

Oregon capital went int? thc would be, since it is yet to be cast 
dredge investment. Th.e _mveSt -1

1 

from the dredge cleanup shortly 
mcnt in machinery and cqmpment , 
was $400,000. An additional $150,- before the F ~~~~~-- -· 
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Upper picture shows the giant dredge in operation. Lower~Buildi11gs which form operating headquarters and tool houses and ~hops. Upp(•,· 
rigl1t is a close-up view of the valuable buckets used in the dredging operation. Lower right gives a general view of the bucket opns tio11. / 

-



• 

Su111pter Valley 
I 

-MININ~ r rAucir l h I lJ utt tlLrJ 

MUCH ACTIVITY 
ABOUT SUMPTER 
Many Men Employed 

On Dredge in Powder 
River 

feet. With tllr steel superstructure I 
and machincr,r. it weighs 1200 tons.' 
TllP stacker is I 10 feet long and ·,he 1 

!mcla:t line contains 72 buckets, each ! 
wr1ighi11g one ton. 

The Ja.,t state legi.,lature passed a 
hrn· fonni1,g a state sanitary com
mittee. The commission members 
,, rP work in,; on the idea of elimi
J11tlJn<~- sewage a1;d otller waste fro1n 
ti,r streams of tlic state. The ~om
pall)' i.s eocpcr:citing witl1 t11e com
mis,·ir,11 to tl1e extent tl1at Powder 
river ,,,-;11 lia ve in il tl1e smallest. 
,1mu11,t -·f waste po,;sible. The com
pall)" hus recently installed a :system 
of settling ponds. which show with, 
n~t u;,J tc,sts tlrn t water put into 1l1c 
rin•r i:-; clcnner than tl1P waler rc
C('ivr•rl in Ilic drr:clge pond. 

·1 lH' company is fin,l!leed entire])' 
!;_'; OrC'go,1 capital. The officers are 
ns follows: W. H. Cullers, president; 
C. R Jone:,. vice president; Harvey 
Diel(, secretary, and D. E. Harris. 
t rPa:--.urcr. 

, . ., , , , T!l Lllf' Suniplcr and Grnnit,· areR.s f ]RM }1 INANCbl) ,,n· lonuecl at Jcasl Jour cloodle bugs 
I ill opnalion. Tlle,r arc ownPd by At-

I.)Y OR£lG-'()N MEN ki'.1su1. Little, Eoffnrnn ancl Ritchie . 
..> • 1. fiw mmmg m the area !las once 

, 1 ga11• ,1wakPned tllc town. which 

Considerable Buildin(5 
:-, 

Done in Pioneer 1Vlin-
ing Town 

Inr:re.isccl mining acliviti<'s ill tlw 
Sump! er ,1rca. in whicl1 i:-; lricaterl 
the lnrgcsl gold c!red~(• in tlw T]n
i(.ecl States. with tlw r·xcf•ption oi 
California, has almost c:wscd a IJoom 
in the pioneer to,v11. for llousps ha vc 
become srarcc all(] IJuilcli1,g llas in
crea:-;ed to a consicieralilc ('Xlf'nl. TJir, 
big dredge is operated b_\' tllc Sump
ter V:-illpy Dredge compa11\'. 

nuring the last fonr )'l'ars tl1r 
dredging company has .spcnl a tolal 
of $985.000. most of it in th(' cotlllt\' 
Taxes have been paid in Bnkcr conn
t~·. wl1icl1 amount- to $47.000. Cup
ital expenditures lrnn' amounted to 
almost $300.000. \Vagr•s nncl salari,·s 
l1ave contribu1f'cl rnucli to tlle pa,·
roll of the count_v us $221 .000 has been 
dist ributcd in I his region Snpplie., 
mid repairs \,:11·,• C'n:,1 1!1c orficiuls 1' 

of !lw ,·onr:cni ai.1011[ $177.000. 
1wcnty-:--lx 1nen <ll"f' en1ploy~•c! rill-,' 

nu..-dl:v. rl hrcc ,';l1ifts hu•,-(' been \Vnrl:- 1 

in:~ since the r!rnlg,· was p:acccl ii,', 
action. During ln:38 tile company, 
mo1'c,! 3.44:l.OOO cubic yarcls of c\ilt. i 
Man hours totalecl fl4,780. The com- , 
pany also spent $157.000. most' of it ' 
in the county. 

TI1e wooden hull ot the boat is .50' 
feet b~' 120 fert. whh a depth of 12 

\,,·,i.s 011ce onP of the 1nining centt>rs 
,,1 Ill(' 11,1tio11 m1cl which completely 
lrnrnccl a!Jc111 22 ,·r:ars ago. 

l-1<)11sr-:; are scarce. Tl1e influx of 
people in tl1e arpa has caused tl1e 
cr•-ction of numl'rmis tent houses and 
tlle building cf frame houses as well. 

Busines.s concliticw; in Sumpter arc 
report eel till' lJr'.st in sevC'ral years . 
. Mining, once the urninstay of tile, 
town. i~ agtd:1 the 1noving force in -
ils n·surrec:tion. 
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DIGGING 

fVI 6Tr: 0 I nl :··n, LJI 11 , 
. I 

}~·edges In I 
~ ,ncn1lion At 1 

' :·hnuptcr 

:h ; ,,, 1:, .. Sumpter Val)J;:, 
['l"Hi:i·, ·~· clug· an average 
7i: ~.:i:· 11· : ·-1:<,· V'.lnls of gravel per 
tll\Jll! l": ;;c:'crd;n(', tn th~ Oregon 
\'i1•',:g Rn· ruUished by H. 
L Hcndn·" rc·1,.. cnrcl for a month 
\";: ,.., :r~HJ)J'' c; '.l: ~:· ~·:1 rcJs, a re1nark
at ~e i~rrfc, ~!::,11~,-- r-nnsidcring the 
\\·:::tr·:· n-:i):111, 1~t thP pf'riocl. 

'T'ln' 1:'Ja 1 ·<-.; 1:1" l'.JJ'~,(".;t buck('t lint' 
c1:· 1 •f)'',f' !!1 111:· :,1: 11 <1

. Tllf' buckets 
li;;\'(• :1 cu';-1.r_ ;:· u1 10 cubic ieet. 

To c le:;r muil and silt from tlle 
\,:a I f'l' the cc1n::~1 n>· installed a large 
i;urn1) ;,1. t11 1• circdgc pond two 
mon(k; ,igr'. Tlw pump is clriven by 
cli:ciric P'\Y<·:· •,1·i;i~h forces the,· 
11:11,,, U1: ,; nine-inch pine 
:;0:,,, ''. ,,t 1~ 1 1•· o\,•r il11· ~ravel piles 
ir•;' L\· I 1,,- ,·,i• " c"·nrntion I 

'T'i:r· 1 i, r:; 1 111;_\.\c; work quite\ 
. .:111 .' .rclill'i Lo Mr. Hen-' 
,,· : .. ,. in'.·. 11,e water free lrom i 

1n,F1 ;;!1'11:11•::1 ,;nnwwhat cloudy. I 
Frr•:1 : 1' : ,.: ·: :ne nmcle of. the wat- , 
<'t· <1,: cr:ni1ce the volume of' 

:t\hL ·: ,rJ lllc:i'Tliil carried in it as 
a rrsu1i of tJ1c (l 1·eclr;ing-. 

The c:,nt lnn'.:t. l~evelopment com-
1:-1ii,":""/0 ·.-.,, ·!n·:IHH' ciredges work-
~ The\· arc the.J&..,E;. 
j~g : 11" Lj], Ile, fil~d 
V/.:. __ ~ :.~·) ~,:~t~ '-, 

,,pr-ration works in i 
r.1[ Snm111 p1·. It us~s 

:.c, r111P f~Jr ..,!rippi11~ and 
r:,1· '!!"''...;ln~ ~trav(~l for 

/)t,·-id\ ~'.{ :i 11 y~~rcls of gravel 
1,11 , ,,ro,1;;i1 tlw washing plant. 
'r;,,. l:,·1ts have l;f'en in operation 
lc:r 1''"'" venrs and have enough 
•_J·::_:1 ,· r ~;evcni l 1nore ;-.:cars. 
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