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Curry County 

The grade of the "ore" is low, averages about ~q( Mn. anrl is high in 
silica. Assays were stated by Mr. Roberts to have run 45%, but apparently 
on very carefully picked ore. Chert ls very abundant in the manganese 
boulders. 

The distnace from the deposit to the end of the Floras Creek road 
is a distinct disadvantage, although several logging roads connect with 
that road from points near ~he deposit. Resurfacing and regrading of 
at least~ miles of road would be necessary before the deposit could 
produce ore. 

The tonnage of commercial ore is very low. Low grade manganese 
(~ Mn) is present in considerable quantities up to a probable 200 tons, 
in sight on the talus slope and exposed in the face. 

Mr. Roberts has leased the property to Toy L. Young (Chinese), mining 
operator from Oakland, California, who is believe~o ~ave some connection 
with H.L. Wadell of Golden Surf Mining Inter~~~oberts is to get 
$2,00 per ton of ore mined, ~"'> ~ 
Recommendations: It was recomm~n ~ before further work is done that 
the deposit be carefully ea~~~ ~carefully hand picked to determine 
what tonnage, if any, of~ r~~ re can be expected. It is not believed 

of the road, the diet t e highway, the low manganese content and 
that the deposit can ij e fitably due to the distance from the en:! 

the high silica co~ 

Informant: Lee ~~rte 

Randall E. Brown 
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Report by: Randall E. Brown 
Date of visit: Feb . 12, 1942 

Sixes River Area Curry County 

Manganese oxides are exposed 1.5 miles northeast of Edson Butte near 
the South Fork of Floras Creek. The manganese occurs in a series of 
cherts which crop out around a small hill, in place. The chert lens 
in which the manganese occurs is continuous for more than 100 feet and 
averages about, feet thick. The grade of ore is below 40% e~cept locally, 
and is highly siliceous. The deposit is located near an old logging road 
which would require rebuilding for, miles to permit operation. 

Owner: Lee J. Roberts 

Area: Deeded land 

Langlois, Oregon 

Location: Located two miles beyond the end of the Floras Creek road in 
the NW 1/4 of Sec. 13, T. 31 S., R. 14 W. a half mile southwest 
of the South Fork of Floaas Creek. 

Deposit is 12 miles from lB Highway 101 at a point 1/2 mile 
south of Langloi~, and~ miles south of Coquille, the nearest 
railhead. 

History: Property was recently leased to Toy L. Young, mining operator 
from Oakland, California, and at present is being opened up to 
expose the manganese ~one with intent of stockpiling the ore. 

Topography: Deposit is exposed on the south aide of a small hill, about 
50 feet above the base of the hill and 30 feet from the top. The 
talus slope below the exposure contains considerable manganese 
bouldere. Slope is downhill to the end of the Floras Creek road. 
Deposit is in cutover land, in moderately rugged country, at an 
altitude of 1,000 feet. 

Development: Deposit is exposed over a distance of 100 feet and from 
, to 10 feet vertically. The manganese zone is terminated on 
either end by the ends of the hill. No work has been done to 
determine the depth of the manganese zone. 

Geology: The country rock, according to Diller, is basalt. If covering 
the area designated by Diller, the ridge containing the manganese 
is surrounded by the basalt. However, it is believed that the 
deposit lies on the northern eQ'ge of the basalt plug. The rook 
cropping out above and below the chert zone is Myrtle sandstone. 
The manganese occurs in a red chert lens which constitutes the 
basal member of a series of cherts resting on sandstone bedrock. 



702 Woodlark Building 
Portland, Oregon 

White ohert crops out to the crest of the hill, about ~O feet above the 
top of the red chert lens, with traces of sandstone at the hill summit. 

The manganese occurs e.s pods, boulders and irregular masses of 
peilomelane and pyrolusite within the red chert. Only traces of stain 
occur in either the white chert or the underlying sandstone. The highest 
grade ore 1e found at the western end of the deposit where the manganese 
zone is less than~ teet thick. Toward the east end the zone thickens 
to ten feet but the manganese decreases in grade. Apparently the effect 
of weathering has been to concentrate the manganese in a narrower zone 
on the west. 

The chert composes the enti:ee top of the hill and can be traced' 
completely around the hill. The red chert crops out around the hill 
but is only stained on the north aide. The attitude of the chert is: 
Strik~ N. 65 E, dip 15 to 400 N. 

This deposit clearly shows the relatio nehip between the red chert, 
the white chert and the manganese. It ie possible that the iron in the 
red chert is being replaced by manganese, and that the lack of iron in 
the white chert may prevent precipitation within that rock. 

Mining and metallurgy: The ore is the siliceous type, common to this 
type of manganese deposits and can probably not be concentrated. The 
deposit must be blasted, but the"ore"can be handled easily from the 
talus slope below. 

" ,, 
An assay of typical ore from the deposit gave: Mn 29.8% 
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