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North Fork Placers-On the North 
Fork of the John Day river between 
Oriental Bar and Big Creek, M. R. 
Senter 1240 S E. Ninth avenue, 

~ortla~d, Oreg~n, and associates 
have about two miles along the 

ream which bas J:,e{ln partially 
. sted. These tests have been so gen-

~ ~rally favorable, Mr. Senter states, 
}-that further testing will be done this 
Gseason, and quite possibly equip-

ment for working the ground will 
be installed. 

Ralph Davia, Inc., Marysville, Montana. 
is reported to have leased the North Fork 
placers and adjoining ground on the North 
Fork•of the John Day River between Dale 
and Granite, Oregon, in Grant County. 
Ralph Davis of Marysville is president of 
the company bearing his name and is un
derstood to be associated with Harry Mor
rison of the Morrison-Knudsen Company, 
Boise, Idaho, and other Boise men in this 
Oregon project. A 4 1/2-yard Monighan drag
line and washing plant will be moved to 
the ground and operations are expected 
to be under way some time in December. 

Ralph Davis, Inc., 
Moves Into Oregon 

The dragline dredging operations of . 
Ralph Davis, Inc., are being shifted ~ 
from Marysville, Mont., to ground on _ t 
the north fork of the John Day River ~ 
in Oregon. The equipment consists 
of a 3½ -cu. yd. Bucyrus-Monighan J 
dragline, feeding to a pontoon wash-
ing plant. The dragline works with 
an 85' boom. The ground is said to 
aggregate about 1,500 acres. 

The Davis company should not be 
confused with Ralph E. Davis Syn- , 
dicate, which is also operating a Bu- ~ 
cyrus-Monighan in Montana. This"'
activity is at Bannock and there is ' 
no connection between the two com
ranies. 

Ralph Davis, Inc. - Installation 
of a new dragline dredge on the 
Xorth Fork of the John Day River 

• is underway. The ground to be 
,worked is about 15 miles above 
Texas Bar on the North Fork. It 
takes in ground controlled by :\1. 
R. Senter of Portland above Orien
tal . Bar and includies five placer 
chums turned over to Mr. Davis by 
C. E. Silbaugh of Baker. Ralph 
Davis who operates under the title 
of Ralph Davis, Inc., has been 
working ground near Helena, Mon
tana, and will move this pl'ant to the 
Xorth Fork. Pilot Rock, Umatilla 
County, is the nearest railroad 
point and lhe machine1·y will be 
shipped there and trucked to the 
new location. It will be a :\Iona
ghan dragline, with a 4½ cu. yd. 
ucket, with an 85-foot boom with 
a digging capacity of 5000 'yards · 
per day. The washing plant will 
float on pontoons. :\Ir. Davis esti-

: mates he has 5,000,000 ):ards of 
dredge ground which shows _.:;at1s
t~ctory values in t~t{l-S,t,Yld(-~ 

DAVIS (Placer ) North Fork District North Fork Area 
(See also North Fork Placers ) 

Ralph Davis, Inc ., has acquired pro~erty 16 miles east of Dale on_ the 
North Fork of the John Day River . This pro perty includes ground formerly 
controlled by M. R. Senter of Portland above Oriental Bar and five placer 
claims acquired by C. E. Silbaugh of Baker . The plant began operation in 
February 1940 and consists of a 4½ cu .yd . Uonighan dragline with an 85-foot 
boom, digging capacity of 5000 yards per day and a floating washing plant. 
Testing indicutes a 5-year operation. See 11 North Fork Placers" for fur
ther details. 

Informant: Oregon Mining Review, October 1940. 


